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31 March 2022  

 

Bryony Huirua  
Consents Planner 
Horizons Regional Council 
11-15 Victoria Avenue 
Palmerston North 
 

Dear Bryony 

Submission from the Manawatū District Council on Bio Plant Manawatu NZ Limited (APP-
2020203133.00) to discharge contaminants and odour to air 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission on the resource consent application of 
Bio Plant Manawatu NZ limited for the discharge of contaminants and odour to air. 

 

Background  
In the Manawatū District, household, business and other organisations generate just over 
10,400 tonnes of waste per year, about 3,300 kg of which is diverted from landfill (i.e. is 
recycled or stockpiled for recycling). This amounts to approximately 320 kg of waste per 
capita. This volume reflects only the waste processed via Manawatu District Council through 
its transfer stations, and does not include waste sites on privately owned land.  

Manawatu District Council provides a district-wide rubbish bag collection service in the 
Manawatū (within 5km of all houses). This service is rates subsidised. Approximately four 
private waste companies operate within the Manawatū District but as these dispose directly 
to a private landfill Council has no information on the volume of waste they collect. Refuse is 
disposed of at the Bonny Glen Class 1 landfill in the Rangitīkei District. There are no Council-
owned or privately owned landfills in the Manawatū District, only cleanfill sites. 

Manawatu District Council also provides a kerbside glass and wheelie bin recycling collection 
service in Feilding and mobile recycling centres in all villages except Cheltenham (Sanson, 
Kimbolton, Himatangi Beach, Tangimoana, Rongotea, Pohangina, Halcombe and Apiti). 
Recycling is collated, transported and stored at the Feilding Resource Recovery Centre.  

Over 80% of farms in the Manawatū District have farm dumps and over 90% of farms burn 
waste. There is little or no use of commercial services for farm plastics recycling (such as 
Plasback). While there are some private sector wheelie bins operating within rural areas the 
service scope is limited by distance. Controls over farm dumps in the Manawatū-Whanganui 
Region are in Horizons One Plan. This is a wider regional issue. 
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Resource Recovery Park and Waste Minimisation in the Manawatu 
In December 2021, Manawatu District Council opened a new Resource Recovery Centre to 
replace the former Feilding Refuse Transfer Station. The new facility allows for ease of 
diversion of recyclable materials from waste generated by the community including 
paper/cardboard, plastics 1-6, tins and cans and glass bottles. It is designed with a cardboard 
sorter, magnets and an eddy current to sort the aluminium and tin cans. There is a main sort 
line of two to three staff for hand-sorting the plastics and paper. Glass bottles are sorted by 
colour. The facility also contains a press for plastics, paper and cardboard, and tin cans. 

In conjunction with the Resource Recovery Centre, Manawatu District Council is also 
developing complementary projects that will contribute to resource recovery initiatives and 
the reduction of waste to landfill. These initiatives include:  

• A partnership with Central Environmental (a sister company of Central Demolition – a 
large Feilding based private building demolition and recovery contractor) for concrete 
crushing and building material recovery. Recovered concrete is graded into different 
aggregates and re-used in various Manawatū infrastructure projects. 

• Opportunities to add value to waste products, including large scale composting at the 
Manawatū Wastewater Treatment Plant. MDC has allocated a site at the Manawatū 
Wastewater Treatment Plant for composting initiatives.  

• Compositing initiatives that will be considered through the current review of MDC’s 
Waste Management and Minimisation Plan include: 

o The separation of trade wastes and food processing residues from the domestic 
wastewater network and using the digesters at the Manawatū Wastewater 
Treatment Plant to turn this waste into a high value bio-fertiliser. This project 
both reduces the amount of nutrient discharged from the Manawatū 
Wastewater Treatment Plant and uses existing facilities to capture the energy 
and nutrient value of this resource. 

o Large scale compositing of organic materials, including green waste, timber and 
sludge from the Manawatū Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

• Council has a long term plan to extend the anaerobic digestion system at the 
Manawatū Wastewater Treatment Plant to firstly use biomethane capture at the plant 
to make the plant self-sufficient in terms of energy and heat, and secondly to return 
any surplus biomethane into the network. The technology and funding options for this 
initiative will be integrated into the Wastewater Asset Management Plan.  

• Waste education though 18 schools and childcare centres within the Manawatū 
District that are part of the Enviroschools programme. Council contributes funding to 
Horizons for the administration of this programme from its waste levy funds.  
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Resource Recovery Park and Waste Management Aspirations 
The Manawatū District Council believes that there is a need to change how New Zealand 
manages its waste and supports the governments’ proposed vision and intent of the new 
waste strategy to help New Zealand transition from a linear ‘take-make-dispose’ system 
towards a circular consumption pattern and circular economy. 

The 2022 Waste Assessment provided Manawatu District Council with an in-depth 
understanding of all aspects of waste in the Manawatū District.  It highlighted that the 
Manawatū District is generating more waste compared to six years ago with an increasing 
population resulting in more waste being sent to landfill. Recognising this growing issue, 
Manawatu District Council is taking a leadership role with the community to take action to 
better manage and co-ordinate the waste stream and minimise the volume of waste going to 
landfill. 

The Manawatu District Council Resource Recovery Park in Feilding is focused on and prioritises 
activities at the top of the waste hierarchy: 
 

 
Manawatū District Council is supportive of the Bio Plant Manawatu NZ Limited proposal for 
the establishment of a pyrolysis plant to complement the wider waste management activities 
at the Resource Recovery Park in Feilding.  

The Resource Recovery Park, considering the waste hierarchy, will focus on the recovery and 
recycling of products within the waste stream and, subject to resource consent being granted, 
the pyrolysis plant would use sorted municipal solid waste and non-recyclable plastics as 
feedstock which would otherwise be sent to landfill. 

 

Environmental Effects 
Manawatu District Council has reviewed the technical assessment completed by Pattle 
Delamore Partners Ltd in their capacity as technical expert engaged by Horizons Regional 
Council to review the Assessment of Environmental Effects provided by the applicant for the 
proposed air discharge. 

The technical assessment notes that “it is likely that discharges to air associated with the 
proposal will not result in any adverse off-site effects as long as the concentration of any 
discharges are no greater than those that have been assessed” and “there are no air quality 
related reasons why a resource consent for discharge to air could not be granted for this 
activity”. Furthermore, the technical assessment proposes consent conditions that should be 
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incorporated into a consent if it is granted to ensure that “any effects are commensurate with 
those that have been assessed”. 

On the basis of the technical assessment and the proposed conditions of consent, if granted, 
Manawatu District Council is satisfied that the proposal will not have any adverse 
environmental effects. 

The broader outcomes of the Resource Recovery Park will significantly benefit from the 
addition of the pyrolysis plant to divert waste from landfill which is not recoverable via the 
established recovery, reuse and recycling initiatives that are already in place and target the 
most desirable end of the waste hierarchy. 

 

Decision Sought 
1. Grant resource consent APP-2020203133.00 to Bio Plant Manawatu NZ Limited for the 

discharge of contaminants and odour to air on the basis that the Horizons Regional 
Council technical assessment of any discharges associated with the proposal has 
determined that there will not result in any off site adverse effects; and 
 

2. The necessary consent conditions are imposed to ensure that any effects are 
commensurate with those that have been assessed during the Horizons Regional 
Council technical assessment of the proposal.  

Manawatu District Council wishes to speak to this submission. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Helen Worboys 
Mayor 

 

Manawatu District Council 

135 Manchester Street 

Feilding 4702 


